Indigenous Environmental Network

"A network of Indigenous Peoples empowering Indigenous Nations and communities
towards sustainable livelihoods, demanding environmental justice and maintaining
the Sacred Fire of our traditions."
Statement on the Kerry-Boxer Draft Climate Bill

The Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN) appreciates Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and John Kerry (D-MA) for addressing climate change and global warming in the Kerry-Boxer climate draft legislation entitled The Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act. American Indian and Alaska Natives are concerned with U.S. administration and Congressional actions taken to address the escalating climate crisis that affects treaty agreements and the rights of U.S. Indigenous peoples to maintain our livelihood, cultural well-being and ability to hunt, fish and gather within a safe and healthy environment.  U.S. climate policy affects the global community, especially the well-being and rights of our Indigenous brothers and sisters of the Global South including the Arctic and the Small Island States of the Pacific. Many of our American Indian and Alaska Native leaders are beginning to recognize that climate change is happening much faster than western science has predicted and that an ambitious and urgent response is required. A growing body of western scientific evidence now suggests what Indigenous Peoples worldwide have expressed for a long time: Life as we know it is in danger. 

IEN cannot support a bill that fails to solve the problem. The Kerry-Boxer draft bill is riddled with loopholes and does not go far enough to protect our Mother Earth. 

Areas of concern include:
·        GHG Emissions Cap: Science reports have been calling for all developed countries to take on reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 in the range of 25 to 40 percent based on 1990 levels. The draft bill has emissions reductions targets of only 20 percent below 2005 levels. The target is equivalent to only a 10 percent reduction under 1990 levels. This reduction level is nowhere near what the U.S. should be doing to avert climate catastrophe. Many Indigenous Peoples worldwide are calling for the most stringent and binding emission reduction targets. The country of Bolivia, under the leadership of our Indigenous brother Evo Morales is demanding the U.S. and all developed countries participating in the United Nations climate negotiations adopt an emission reduction target of 49 percent below 1990 levels by 2020. As Indigenous Peoples, we must raise the bar.  As Indigenous Peoples, we are the guardians of Mother Earth, and must make principled stands for the global well-being of all people and all life.

 ·        Offset Loopholes: The extensive use of unreliable carbon offsets in this draft bill, up to 2 billion tons a year, seriously undermines the integrity of the already weak emissions cap and delays the health, environmental, and economic benefits of shifting to a low-carbon economy. In practice, the track record of offsets programs is poor. Rather than reducing emissions, offsets are actually providing a pathway for an increase in domestic and global emissions. Many of the projects approved for offset credits would have happened anyway and don’t represent real emissions reductions. Furthermore, because offsets allow U.S. capped entities to be above the cap for many years (negating domestic reductions implied by the cap), offsets slow development and deployment of low-carbon technologies. This, in turn, will slow the creation of green jobs and the green economy. The longer we delay action in the United States, the more difficult and expensive it will be to make reductions in the future. Instead of reducing U.S. emissions, offset provisions will allow U.S. emissions to increase for an additional nine to twenty years, relative to today. Many of our Indigenous peoples from the Arctic to the Pacific regions don’t have these many years to wait for seriously reducing carbon and greenhouse gas emissions.
·        Methane Regulations: The House-passed bill (Waxman-Markey) would require emissions from landfills, coal mines and natural gas pipelines to be regulated, but under the Kerry-Boxer draft, these sources can voluntarily capture methane in exchange for offset payments. 
·        Markets Regulations: The bill would creative a massive, new and complex commodities market with almost no specifics on how that market would be regulated.
·        Subsidizes Dirty Energy: The bill gives special subsidies to expensive, unsafe and environmentally damaging technologies such as nuclear reactors and carbon capture and sequestration and capture for coal plants, not to mention ambiguous incentives for biofuels (agrofuels).
The Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN) is working with its Native grassroots’ constituency and American Indian and Alaska Native leadership to assure “Indian Country” (most especially the indigenous communities on the frontlines of unsustainable energy development and climate impact) has a voice in any legislation that will fairly and effectively address the problem of climate change from a environmental justice and treaty-rights framework.
+++++++
INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK
Contact for more information:

· Headquarters, PO Box 485 – Bemidji, MN 56619 (218) 751-4967, Email: ien@igc.org 
· IEN Native Energy and Climate Campaign Offices, PO Box 2696, Flagstaff, AZ 86003 (928) 214-8301, Email: ienenergy@igc.org
· IEN EAC Tribal Campus Climate Campaign, PO Box 3054, Bismarck, ND 58504 (701) 214-1389, Email: iencampusclimate@igc.org
· REDOIL Alaska, PO Box 74667, Fairbanks, AK 99701 (907) 456-2181, Email: redoil1@acsalaska.net
